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Introduction

Introduction

Thank You for Purchasing a John Deere 
Product
We appreciate having you as a customer and wish you 
many years of safe and satisfied use of your machine.

Using Your Operator’s Manual

This manual is an important part of your machine and 
should remain with the machine when you sell it.

Reading your operator’s manual will help you and others 
avoid personal injury or damage to the machine. 
Information given in this manual will provide the operator 
with the safest and most effective use of the machine. 
Knowing how to operate this machine safely and correctly 
will allow you to train others who may operate this machine.

If you have an attachment, use the safety and operating 
information in the attachment operator’s manual along with 
the machine operator’s manual to operate the attachment 
safely and correctly.

This manual and safety signs on your machine may also be 
available in other languages (see your authorized dealer to 
order).

Sections in your operator’s manual are placed in a specific 
order to help you understand all the safety messages and 
learn the controls so you can operate this machine safely. 
You can also use this manual to answer any specific 
operating or servicing questions. A convenient index 
located at the end of this book will help you to find needed 
information quickly.

The machine shown in this manual may differ slightly from 
your machine, but will be similar enough to help you 
understand our instructions.

RIGHT-HAND and LEFT-HAND sides are determined by 
facing in the direction the machine will travel when going 
forward. When you see a broken line (------), the item 
referred to is hidden from view.

Before delivering this machine, your dealer performed a 
predelivery inspection to ensure best performance.

Special Messages

Your manual contains special messages to bring attention 
to potential safety concerns, machine damage as well as 
helpful operating and servicing information. Please read all 
the information carefully to avoid injury and machine 
damage.

NOTE: General information is given throughout the 
manual that may help the operator in the operation or 
service of the machine.

Attachments for Your Machine

There’s a John Deere attachment or kit to make your new 
machine perform more tasks or be more versatile, whether 
your machine is a lawn tractor or compact utility tractor or a 
utility vehicle. 

You can check out the entire line of attachments for your 
machine at JohnDeere.com or ask your John Deere dealer. 
From aerators to electric lift kits to tillers, there’s a John 
Deere attachment or kit to fill every need.

c CAUTION: Avoid injury! This symbol and text 
highlight potential hazards or death to the 
operator or bystanders that may occur if the 
hazards or procedures are ignored.

IMPORTANT: Avoid damage!  This text is used to tell 
the operator of actions or conditions that might 
result in damage to the machine.
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Product Identification

Product Identification

Record Identification Numbers

Compact Utility Tractor

1023E PIN (210000 -)

1026R PIN (210000 -)

If you need to contact an Authorized Service Center for 
information on servicing, always provide the product model 
and identification numbers.

You will need to locate the identifications numbers for the 
product. Record the information in the spaces provided 
below.

DATE OF PURCHASE:

_________________________________________

DEALER NAME:

_________________________________________

DEALER PHONE:

_________________________________________

MX46292

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (A):

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

MX46293

ENGINE SERIAL NUMBER (B):

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

A

B
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publication. The right is reserved to 
make changes at any time without 

notice.
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Safety Labels

Safety Labels

Safety Label Location

MX48845

A - WARNING FOLDING ROPS LVU23360
B - CAUTION HEARING PROTECTION - SU20277
C - WARNING/CAUTION LVU13286
D - ROPS - LVU23930

Pictorial Safety Signs

At several important places on this machine 
safety signs are affixed intended to signify 
potential danger. The hazard is identified by a 

pictorial in a warning triangle. An adjacent pictorial provides 
information how to avoid personal injury. These safety 
signs, their placement on the machine and a brief 
explanatory text are shown in this Safety section.

There can be additional safety information contained on 
parts and components sourced from suppliers that is not 
reproduced in this operator’s manual.

C

A

B
D
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Safety Labels
CAUTION SU20277

SU20277

• Prolonged exposure to loud noises can cause impairment 
or loss of hearing.

• Wear suitable hearing protection.

WARNING LVU23360

AVOID AMPUTATION

LVU23360

• Hands or fingers may be pinched between folded ROPS 
and rear implements. Do not place hands or fingers near 
foldable ROPS when implements are raised.

WARNING KEEP RIDERS OFF - LVU13286

LVU13286

CAUTION KEEP RIDERS OFF

• Only allow the operator on the machine. Keep riders off.

• Riders on the machine may be struck by foreign objects or 
thrown off the machine causing serious injury.

• Riders obstruct the operator’s view resulting in the 
machine being operated in an unsafe manner.

WARNING AVOID CRUSHING

• Keep Rollover protective Structure fully extended.

• Do not jump if machine tips.

• Use seat belt.

• When structure must be down:

• Drive with extra care.

• DO NOT use seat belt.

CAUTION READ OPERATOR’S MANUAL

1. Read Operator’s Manual before operating this machine.

2. Keep all shields in place.

3. Hitch towed loads only to drawbar to avoid rearward 
upset.

4. Make certain everyone is clear of machine before 
starting engine or operation.

5. Keep all riders off machine and equipment.

6. Keep hands, feet and clothing away from power-driven 
parts.

7. Reduce speed when turning or applying individual 
brakes or operating around hazards on rough ground or 
steep slopes.

8. Couple brake pedals together for road travel.

9. Use flashing warning lights on highway unless prohibited 
by law.
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Safety Labels
10. Stop engine, lower implement to ground and shift to 
“PARK” or set brake(s) securely before dismounting.

11. Wait for all movement to stop before servicing 
machinery.

12. Remove key if leaving machine unattended.

ROLL-OVER PROTECTIVE STRUCTURE

LVU23930

Additional, alterations, cracking, damage or corrosion 
may adversely affect the performance of the ROPS.

To maintain operator protection and ROPS certification:

• Replace damaged ROPS, do not repair or revise.

• Any alteration of ROPS must be approved by 
manufacturer.

Tested in accordance with: 86/298/EEC

Deemed to comply with: AS 1636.2

John Deere Tractor Models: 1026R, 1023E

Deere & Company Moline, Illinois
Safety Labels - 3
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Safety

Safety

Operator Training Required
• Read the operator’s manual and other training material. If 
the operator or mechanic cannot read English, it is the 
owner’s responsibility to explain this material to them. This 
publication is available in other languages.

• Become familiar with the safe operation of the equipment, 
operator controls, and safety signs.

• All operators and mechanics should be trained. The 
owner of the machine is responsible for training the users.

• Never let children or untrained people operate or service 
the equipment. Local regulations may restrict the age of the 
operator.

• The owner/user can prevent and is responsible for 
accidents or injuries occurring to themselves, other people, 
or property.

• Operate the machine in an open, unobstructed area 
under the direction of an experienced operator.

Operating Safely

• Only allow responsible adults, who are familiar with the 
instructions, to operate the machine. Local regulations may 
restrict the age of the operator.

• A storage location is provided on the machine for the 
operator’s manual. Keep the manual stored securely in this 
location when not in use and show other operators of this 
machine where the operator manual is located.

• Inspect machine before you operate. Be sure hardware is 
tight. Repair or replace damaged, badly worn, or missing 
parts. Be sure guards and shields are in good condition 
and fastened in place. Make any necessary adjustments 
before you operate.

• Be sure all drives are in neutral and parking brake is 
locked before starting engine. Only start engine from the 
operator’s position.

• Do not change the engine governor settings or overspeed 
the engine. Operating the engine at excessive speed can 
increase the hazard of personal injury.

• Check brakes before you operate. Adjust or service 
brakes as necessary.

• Slow down and use extra care on hillsides. Be sure to 
travel in the recommended direction on hillsides. For this 
machine, drive up and down hillsides, not across. Turf 
conditions can affect the machine’s stability. Use caution 
while operating near drop-offs.

• Stop machine if anyone enters the area. Never carry 
passengers and keeps pets and bystanders away.

• Look behind and down before backing up to be sure of a 

clear path.

• Inspect the area where the equipment is to be used and 
remove all objects such as rocks, toys and wire which can 
be thrown by the machine.

• If you hit an object or if abnormal vibration occurs, stop 
the machine and inspect it. Make repairs before you 
operate. Keep machine and attachments properly 
maintained and in good working order.

• Do not leave machine unattended when it is running.

• Only operate during daylight or with good artificial light.

• Evaluate the terrain to determine what accessories and 
attachments are needed to properly and safely perform the 
job.

• Use only accessories and attachments approved by the 
manufacturer of the machine. Keep safety labels visible 
when installing accessories and attachments.

• Do not operate machine if you are under the influence of 
drugs or alcohol.

• Check before each use that operator presence controls 
are functioning correctly. Test safety systems. Do not 
operate unless they are functioning correctly.

• Slow down and be careful of traffic when operating near 
or crossing roadways. Use care when approaching blind 
corners, shrubs, trees, or other objects that may obscure 
vision.

• Do not wear radio or music headphones. Safe service and 
operation require your full attention.

• Use care when loading or unloading the machine into or 
off of a trailer or truck.

• Disengage drive to attachments when transporting or not 
in use.

• Reduce the throttle setting during engine run-out and, if 
the engine is provided with a fuel shut-off valve, turn the 
fuel off at the conclusion of mowing.

• When machine is left unattended, stored, or parked, lower 
the mower deck unless a positive mechanical lock is used.

Using a Spark Arrestor

The engine in this machine is not equipped with a spark 
arrestor muffler. The California Public Resources Code, 
section 4442.5 provides as follows:

No person shall sell, offer for sale, lease, or rent to any 
person any internal combustion engine subject to Section 
4442 or 4443, and not subject to Section 13005 of the 
Health and Safety Code, unless the person provides a 
written notice to the purchaser or bailee, at the time of sale 
or at the time of entering into the lease or rental contract, 
Safety - 4
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Safety
stating that it is a violation of Section 4442 or 4443 to use 
or operate the engine on any forest-covered, brush-
covered, or grass-covered land unless the engine is 
equipped with a spark arrestor, as defined in Section 4442, 
maintained in effective working order or the engine is 
constructed, equipped, and maintained for the prevention 
of fire pursuant to Section 4443. Cal. Pub. Res. Code 
4442.5.

Other states or jurisdictions may have similar laws. A spark 
arrestor for your machine may be available from your 
authorized dealer. An installed spark arrestor must be 
maintained in good working order by the operator.

Parking Safely

1. Stop machine on a level surface, not on a slope.

2. Disengage PTO and stop attachments.

3. Lower attachments to the ground.

4. Lock park brake.

5. Stop engine.

6. Remove key.

7. Wait for engine and all moving parts to stop before you 
leave the operator’s station.

8. Close fuel shut off valve before servicing the fuel system, 
if your machine is equipped.

9. Disconnect the battery ground cable before making 
repairs to electrical system or doing any welding.

Avoid Tipping

• Slopes are a major factor related to 
loss-of-control and tip-over accidents, 
which can result in severe injury or 
death. Operation on all slopes 

requires extra caution. 

• Be aware that mechanical front wheel drive (MFWD) can 
improve access to dangerously sloped terrain, thereby 
increasing the possibility of a tipover.

• Drive up and down a hill - not across.

• Watch for holes, ruts, bumps, rocks, or other hidden 
objects. Uneven terrain could overturn the machine. Tall 
grass can hide obstacles.

• Do not operate machine on wet grass. Tires may lose 
traction. Tires may lose traction on slopes even though the 
brakes are functioning properly.

• Choose a low ground speed so you will not have to stop or 
shift while on a slope.

• Always keep the machine in gear when going down 
slopes. Do not shift to neutral and coast downhill.

• Avoid starting, stopping or turning on a slope. If the tires 
lose traction, disengage the blades and proceed slowly, 
straight down the slope.

• Keep all movement on slopes slow and gradual. Do not 
make sudden changes in speed or direction, which could 
cause the machine to roll over.

• Do not operate machine near drop-offs, ditches, 
embankments, or bodies of water. The machine could 
suddenly roll over if a wheel goes over the edge or the edge 
caves in. Leave a safety area between the machine and 
any hazard.

• Danger of tipping is increased greatly with tires in narrow 
tread setting and driving at high speed.

• Follow the manufacturer’s recommendations for wheel 
weights or counterweights for added stability when 
operating on slopes or using front or rear mounted 
attachments. Remove weights when not required.

Prevent Machine Runaway

• Do not start engine by shorting 
across starter terminals. Machine will 
start in gear if normal circuitry is 

bypassed.

• Never start engine while standing on ground. Start engine 
only from operator’s seat, with transmission in neutral or 
park.

Use Seat Belt Properly

• Use a seat belt when operating with 
the folding Roll-Over Protective 
Structure (ROPS) in the upright 
position, or a cab, to minimize chance 

of injury from an accident, such as an overturn.

• Do not use a seat belt when operating with the folding 
ROPS in the folded position. Return the folding ROPS to 
the upright position as soon as possible.

• Never modify, disassemble or attempt to repair the seat 
belt.

• Replace entire seat belt if mounting hardware, buckle, 
belt, or retractor show signs of damage.

• Inspect seat belt and mounting hardware at least once a 
year. Look for signs of loose hardware or belt damage, 
such as cuts, fraying, extreme or unusual wear, 
discoloration, or abrasion. Replace only with John Deere-
approved replacement parts.
Safety - 5
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Safety
• Layers of heavy clothing can interfere with proper 
positioning of the seat belt and can reduce the 
effectiveness of the seat belt.

Keep ROPS Installed Properly

• Never operate the machine without the ROPS installed.

• Make certain all parts of the ROPS are installed correctly 
if the ROPS structure is loosened or removed for any 
reason. All ROPS hardware should be tightened to the 
proper torque per manufacturer’s recommendations.

• Any alteration of the ROPS must be approved by the 
manufacturer. The protection provided by the ROPS will be 
impaired if the ROPS is subjected to structural damage, is 
involved in an overturn incident, or is in any way altered by 
welding, bending, drilling, or cutting.

• The seat is part of the ROPS safety zone. Replace only 
with John Deere-approved seat.

• Never attempt to repair a damaged or altered ROPS. It 
must be replaced to maintain the manufacturer’s 
certification of the structure.

Keep Riders Off 

• Only allow the operator on the 
machine. Keep riders off.

• Riders on the machine or 
attachment may be struck by foreign 

objects or thrown off the machine causing serious injury.

• Riders obstruct the operator’s view resulting in the 
machine being operated in an unsafe manner.

Towing Loads Safely

• Stopping distance increases with speed and weight of 
towed load. Travel slowly and allow extra time and distance 
to stop.

• Total towed weight must not exceed combined weight of 
pulling machine, ballast and operator. Use counterweights 
or wheel weights as described in the attachment or pulling 
machine operator’s manual.

• Excessive towed load can cause loss of traction and loss 
of control on slopes. Reduce towed weight when operating 
on slopes.

• Never allow children or others in or on towed equipment.

• Use only approved hitches. Tow only with a machine that 
has a hitch designed for towing. Do not attach towed 
equipment except at the approved hitch point.

• Follow the manufacturer’s recommendations for weight 
limits for towed equipment and towing on slopes.

• If you cannot back up a slope with a towed load, the slope 
is too steep to operate on with the towed load. Reduce the 
towed load or do not operate.

• Do not turn sharply. Use additional caution when turning 
or operating under adverse surface conditions. Use care 
when reversing.

• Do not shift to neutral and coast downhill.

Stay Clear of Rotating 
Drivelines 

Entanglement in rotating driveline 
can cause serious injury or death.

• Wear close fitting clothing.

• Stop the engine and be sure PTO driveline is stopped 
before getting near it.

Checking Wheel Hardware

• A serious accident could occur causing serious injury if 
wheel hardware is not tight.

• Check wheel hardware tightness often during the first 100 
hours of operation.

• Wheel hardware must be tightened to specified torque 
using the proper procedure anytime it is loosened.

Wear Appropriate Clothing

• Always wear safety goggles, or 
safety glasses with side shields, and 
a hard hat when operating the 
machine.

• Wear close fitting clothing and safety equipment 
appropriate for the job.

• While operating this machine, always wear substantial 
footwear and long trousers. Do not operate the equipment 
when barefoot or wearing open sandals.

• Wear a suitable protective device such as earplugs. Loud 
noise can cause impairment or loss of hearing.
Safety - 6
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