
Doosan purchased Bobcat Company from Ingersoll-Rand Company in
2007. Any reference to Ingersoll-Rand Company or use of trademarks,
service marks, logos, or other proprietary identifying marks belonging
to Ingersoll-Rand Company in this manual is historical or nominative
in nature, and is not meant to suggest a current affiliation between
Ingersoll-Rand Company and Bobcat Company or the products of
either.
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Operator must have instructions before running the machine.
Untrained operators can cause injury or death.

W–2003–1089

Safety Alert Symbol: This symbol is used for important safety messages. When you see this symbol, follow
the safety message to avoid personal injury or death.

CORRECT

B–10731

Never operate without
instructions. Read
machine signs and
Operation & Maintenance
Manual.

CORRECTWRONG

MC–1862A

Do not grasp control
handles when entering
canopy or cab.
Be sure controls are in
neutral before starting.
Sound horn and check
behind machine before
starting.

MC–1859A

Never operate without
approved canopy or cab.
Never modify equipment.

Never use attachments
not approved by Bobcat.

WRONG

MC–1865A

Avoid steep areas or
banks that could break
away.

Use caution to avoid
tipping–do not swing
heavy load over side of
track.
Operate on flat, level
ground.

CORRECTWRONG

MC–1868

Keep bystanders out of
maximum reach area.
Do not travel or turn with
bucket extended.
Never carry riders.

MC–1865B

Never exceed a 15° slope
to the side.

MC–1878C

Never travel up a slope
that exceeds 15°.

CORRECT

15  Maximum° 15  Maximum°

MC–1878B

Never exceed 25° when
going down or backing
up a slope.

CORRECT

MC–1859A

To leave Excavator,
lower the attachement.
Stop the engine.

Fasten seat belt
securely.
Operate controls only
from operator’s seat.

CORRECT

°25   Maximum

CORRECT SAFETY EQUIPMENT
1.   Seat Belt
2.   Swing Lock
3.   ROPS/TOPS Canopy or

4.   Machine Safety Signs
5.   Safety Tread
6.   Grab Handles

OSW20–0398

OPERATOR SAFETY WARNINGS

MC–1867

WRONG

Cab
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SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

SAFETY IS THE OPERATOR’S RESPONSIBILITY
The Bobcat Hydraulic Excavator is a highly maneuverable and compact machine. In operation, it is rugged and useful under
a wide variety of conditions. This presents an operator with hazards which are common for off highway, rough terrain
applications but not unique for use of Bobcat Hydraulic Excavator. The excavator has an internal combustion engine with
resultant heat and exhaust. All exhaust gases can kill or cause illness so the excavator must be used with adequate ventilation.
The excavator must not be used in an area with explosive dusts or gases or so that the engine exhaust can contact flammable
material. Some excavators maybe equipped with a spark arrestor muffler which is required for operation in certain areas.

The dealer recommends the capabilities of the excavator and attachments for each application. The dealer demonstrates the
safe operation of the excavator according to the manufacturer’s instructional materials which are also available to all operators.
The dealer can also identify unsafe modifications or use of unapproved attachments. The attachments and buckets are
designed for rated capacity and secure fastening to the Bobcat Hydraulic Excavator. The user must check with the dealer or
Bobcat literature or load diagram to identify safe loads.

The following publications provide information on the safe use and maintenance of the excavator and attachments:

• The Delivery Report is used to check whether complete instructions have been given to the new owner and that the 
machine is in safe operating condition.

• The Operation & Maintenance Manual delivered with the Bobcat Hydraulic Excavator gives operating information as well
as routine maintenance information. It is a part of the machine and must stay with the machine when it is sold. Replacement
Operation & Maintenance Manuals can be purchased from your dealer.

• Every Bobcat Hydraulic Excavator has machine signs (or decals) which instruct on the safe care and operation. The 
signs and their location are shown in the Operation & Maintenance Manual.  Replacement signs are available from your
Bobcat Hydraulic Excavator dealer.

• The  Bobcat Hydraulic Excavator has a plastic Operator’s Handbook fastened to the operator cab. It’s brief instructions
are convenient to the operator. The handbook is available from your dealer in an English edition or one of many other
languages. See your Bobcat dealer for more information on translated versions.

• The CIMA safety manual contains information for safe operation and maintenance.

• The Service Manual and Parts Manual are optional manuals available from your Bobcat Hydraulic Excavator dealer for 
use by mechanics to do shop–type service and repair.

• The Bobcat Compact Excavator Operator Training Course is available through your local dealer. This course is intended
to provide rules and practices of correct operation of the Hydraulic Excavator (also available in Spanish).

• The Service Safety Training Course is available from your Bobcat dealer. This course provides information for safe and
correct service procedures for Bobcat Hydraulic Excavator.

• The Bobcat Hydraulic Excavator Safety Video is available from your Bobcat Dealer.

The dealer and owner/operator review the recommended uses of the excavator and attachments when excavator is delivered.
If the owner/operator will be using the excavator for a different application than was originally demonstrated by the dealer, ask
the dealer for recommendations on the new use.

Call Before You Dig
1–888–258–0808

When you call, you will be directed to a location in
 your state/city for information about buried lines
 (telephone, cable TV, water, sewer, gas,etc.).

SI22–0100
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BEFORE OPERATING THE BOBCAT HYDRAULIC EXCAVATOR

Safety Alert Symbol: This  symbol  with  a  warning  statement,  means:  “Warning,  be  alert!  Your  safety
is  involved!”  Carefully  read  the  message  that  follows.

The Excavator must be in good operating condition before use. Check all of the items on the Service Schedule under the  8–10
hour column or as shown in this manual.

SAFE OPERATION NEEDS A QUALIFIED OPERATOR*
A QUALIFIED OPERATOR MUST DO THE FOLLOWING:
• UNDERSTAND THE WRITTEN INSTRUCTIONS, RULES AND REGULATIONS
• The written instructions from Bobcat include the Delivery Report, Operation & Maintenance Manual, Operator

Handbook, and machine signs (decals).

• Check the rules and regulations at your location. The rules may include an employer’s work safety requirements.
Regulations  may  apply  to  local driving requirements or use of Slow Moving Vehicle emblem. Regulations may identify
a hazard such as a utility line.

• HAVE TRAINING WITH ACTUAL OPERATION
• Operator  training  must consist of a demonstration and verbal instruction. This training is given by your excavator dealer

before the excavator is delivered.

• The new operator should start in an area without bystanders and use all the controls until he can operate safely under
all conditions of the work area.

• The Compact Excavator Operator Training Course is available in English and Spanish. The course provides information
for safe and efficient operation. See your dealer for availability.

• The Service Safety Training Course is available from your Bobcat dealer. This course provides information for safe and
correct service procedures for Bobcat Hydraulic Excavator.

• KNOW THE WORK CONDITIONS
• For each material to be handled, the operator must know how to avoid exceeding the rated lift capacity of the excavator.

For example, you should not use the excavator for lifting heavy objects.

• The operator must know any prohibited uses or work areas, for example, he needs to know about excessive slopes.

• Know  the  location  of  any  underground  lines. Call local utilities or the TOLL FREE phone number found in the SAFETY
INSTRUCTIONS Section of this manual.

• Wear tight fitting clothing. Always wear safety glasses when maintaining or servicing excavator. Safety glasses, hearing
protection or an excavator special application kit are required for some work. See your dealer about Melroe Safety
equipment.

* For an operator be qualified, he must not use drugs or alcoholic drinks which impair his alertness or coordination while
working. An operator who is taking prescription drugs must get medical advice to determine if he can safely operate a
machine.

SI23–0100

Operator must have instructions
before operating Bobcat loader or
excavator and approved attachment.
Untrained operators can cause injury
or death. W–2253–0996 B–10731

For your safety, warnings are on the
machine and in the Operation &
Maintenance manual. Failure to obey
warnings can cause injury or death.

W–2044–1285

This notice identifies procedures
which must be followed to avoid
damage to the machine.

I–2019–0284
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